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The otherworldly nature of Jesus is a key theme in the book of Mark.  The gospel writer is 
intentional to uphold Jesus as being Divine.  He accomplishes his purpose through a variety of 
means.  He depicts Jesus as teaching like none other (Mark 1:27), he speaks of Him 
performing extraordinary miracles (Mark 4:41), he details Jesus’ grand pronouncements 
concerning the crucifixion and resurrection (Mark 8:3`1-33; 9:30-32; 10:32-35), he tells of 
Peter’s great confession of Jesus’ Messianic nature (Mark 8:27-30), he recounts our Lord’s 
triumphant entry into Jerusalem (Mark 11:1-11), and he proclaims glorious realities associated 
with the resurrection and ascension of our Lord (Mark 16:1-20).  All these things had the 
purpose of portraying Jesus as the God-man who lived, died, and was raised for human 
redemption.

	 On top of such things, Mark told of two extraordinary events from the life of our Lord.  
Both unequivocally pointed to Jesus’ divine nature.  The first event was Jesus’ baptism.  The 
second was an event known as “the Transfiguration.”  Both contained miracles and differing 
forms of divine revelation.  In our study of Mark, it is beneficial to consider each event in detail.

	 There is always a temptation to water down truth concerning Jesus.  Many are guilty of 
fabricating a Jesus of their own liking.  Averse to absolute claims in religion, they reduce our 
Lord to little more than a good man, great teacher, or excellent religious leader.  It is important 
to note that the Bible depicts a different picture of Jesus.  When the apostles preached, they 
said, “There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to 
people by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).

	 Many believers are spiritually weak and anemic because they have a low view of our 
Lord.  To be spiritually strong, it is necessary to capture a grander view of Jesus.  If we don’t 
see Him as the God-man who lived a perfect life on behalf of our sin, we will cut ourselves off 
from the power of His life.  Worst yet, some who settle for a low view of Jesus may incur 
eternal damnation for their souls.

	 Concerning Jesus, one has rightfully said, “Christ never speaks of himself simply as an 
inspired teacher.  The Son of Man is the king in God’s everlasting kingdom…and He came to 
give his life as a ransom for many…His death would pay the price of sin.”   In our study 1

concerning the Jesus’ baptism and transfiguration, we will see that Mark is careful to highlight 
Jesus’ divine nature.  Those who deny the divinity of Christ deny the Word of God.  Let’s 
consider the heavenly nature of our Lord by looking at two supernatural events from the life of 
our Lord.


THE BAPTISM OF JESUS (Read Mark 1:9-11)

Mark told of the baptism of Jesus in Mark 1:9-11.  The event marked the beginning of the 
ministry of Jesus in Mark’s gospel.  We know it was a significant one because all four gospel 
writers told of it.  See Matthew 3:13-17; Luke 3:21-22; and John 1:30-33 for the other accounts 
of Jesus baptism.  

	 Luke also told of the event in the book of Acts.  In doing so, he described how the 
apostles’ regarded it as the commencement of Jesus’ ministry.  When they selected Matthias 
to replace Judas, they said, “Therefore, from among the men who have accompanied us during 
the whole time the Lord Jesus went in and out among us— beginning from the baptism of John 
until the day he was taken up from us—from among these, it is necessary that one become a 
witness with us of his resurrection” (Acts 1:21-22).
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	 Jesus’ baptism marked the start of His earthly ministry.  According to Luke, the baptism 
occurred during “the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar” (Luke 3:1).  As a result, we 
can place it as taking place during the year AD 27.   Relatively speaking, the total time of 2

Jesus’ ministry was brief, lasting only a few years.  According to the apostles in the passage 
from Acts mentioned above, the Ascension of Christ (Mark 16:19-20) was the concluding event 
in Jesus’ ministry.  Together, the baptism and ascension of Jesus served like bookends to the 
ministry of Jesus.

	 We will consider the Ascension at a later point in our study.  For now, it is necessary to 
consider His baptism.  The event generates a number of questions.  Why was Jesus baptized?  
What exactly what the method used?  What was the purpose for the apparent miraculous signs 
that accompanied the event?  By considering such questions, we will understand the heavenly 
meaning of Jesus’ baptism.  We will also uncover truth that can fortify our souls.


Identification — Why Was Jesus Baptized?  
One of the most often asked questions concerning the baptism of Jesus is that of “why?”  
What was the purpose of Jesus’ baptism?  The act is often associated with repentance from 
sins.  Mark’s gospel made such obvious in its opening words.  When John the Baptist 
preached, he proclaimed “a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins” (Mark 1:4).  If 
baptism was something reserved for penitent sinners, why did Jesus need to be baptized?  
Wasn’t Jesus sinless?  

	 Some see a contradiction with Jesus’ baptism.  Even John the Baptist was confused by 
our Lord’s desire to be baptized.  In Matthew’s gospel, we read, “Then Jesus came from 
Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him.  But John tried to stop him, saying, 'I 
need to be baptized by you, and yet you come to me?’” (Matthew 3:13-14).  If John the Baptist 
struggled to comprehend the reason for Jesus’ baptism, it shouldn’t be surprising that many 
other believers have as well.

	 It is important to note that our Lord wasn’t baptized for the same reasons others are 
baptized.  His baptism was one of a kind.  It was unique.  He wasn’t immersed for purposes 
related to personal repentance.  There is no mention in our text of him confessing sin, as there 
was with others in Mark 1:5.

	 Jesus wasn’t baptized because He needed forgiveness of sins; rather, He was baptized 
to show that He came to provide forgiveness of sins.  His baptism was a picture of His 
substitutionary work on our behalf.  One has noted that it “…expressed a vicarious confession 
of sin on behalf of man.”   Jesus went under the water, not because He was a sinner, but to 3

demonstrate that He came to embrace sin on our behalf.  His baptism highlighted the truth of 1 
Peter 2:24 — “ He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree; so that, having died to sins, we 
might live for righteousness.  By his wounds, you have been healed.”


Immersion — How Was Jesus Baptized? 
Throughout the church age, debates have raged concerning the proper mode, method, and 
means of baptism.  Some sprinkle and some immerse.  Complex arguments are made on both 
sides of the issue.  A large part of the reason for the controversy rests in the fact that English 
translations of the Bible don’t actually translate the Greek word for baptism (baptízō).  Instead, 
they transliterate the word.  The reason for this was simple.  To translate the word could have 
resulted in dire consequences for English translators in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth 
centuries.  The crown of England had keen interest in views on baptism, because of strife 
between Roman religion and Protestantism.  Depending upon who was on the throne, a 
particular translation of the Greek word baptízō could have resulted in a death penalty!
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	 Despite debates concerning the nature of baptism, the Greek word used in the original 
language of the New Testament conveyed the idea of dipping or immersing.   On top of the 4

meaning of the word, there is evidence in Mark’s account that Jesus was actually immersed 
under water.  The gospel writer said Jesus “came up out of the water” after being baptized 
(Mark 1:10).  Such verbiage obviously favored a baptism by immersion.   Sprinkling, or any 5

other mode of baptism, would not have required one to come “up out of the water.”

	 Churches and Christians of all generations would be wise to follow Jesus’ pattern of 
baptism.  If our Lord and Master was immersed, shouldn’t we baptize by immersion?  These 
things may seem insignificant, but they are important.  According to the Bible, the preferred 
mode of baptism paints a powerful picture of Christian salvation.  It demonstrates how sin is 
buried at salvation and how believers are raised to new life in Jesus.  In Romans, Paul said, 
“Therefore we were buried with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too may walk in newness of life” 
(Romans 6:4).


Inauguration — What Happened When Jesus Was Baptized? 
As Jesus was baptized, several supernatural occurrences took place.  We could categorize 
them as belonging to the realm of the miraculous, but we could also categorize them as 
belonging to the realm of revelation.  The events served as signs to communicate heavenly 
truth from God. 

	 The first sign at Jesus’ baptism was “the heavens being torn open” (Mark 1:10).  The 
original language of the New Testament portrayed an aggressive action.  One has said it 
conveyed the idea of the skies being “rent like a garment.”   The spectacle was undoubtedly a 6

sight to behold.  It surely startled those who witnessed it.  The meaning of the miraculous 
occurrence was simple.  Based on the words of Isaiah 64:1, Jewish tradition maintained that 
such a thing would happen at the inauguration of Messiah’s kingdom.  The signs in the skies 
shouted that Jesus was the Christ!

	 On top of the heavens being ripped open, something “like a dove” descended on 
Jesus.  Mark spoke of “the Spirit descending on him like a dove” (Mark 1:10).   Note the use of 
simile.  The word “like” indicated that the apparition was not literally a dove.  The event 
involved a literal appearing of the Holy Spirit, but the Spirit’s presence was hard to describe.  
Not knowing how to adequately describe the Spirit’s appearing, the gospel writers said it 
resembled a dove.  Luke used a similar description in Luke 3:22.

	 The appearance of a dove-like figure was important for first-century Jews.  In the 
teaching of many first century rabbis, the bird was a popular symbol for the community of 
God’s people.  It was an icon for the nation of Israel.  As a result, the descent of the Spirit “like 
a dove” was meant to prove that Jesus was the new and unique representative of Israel.  Our 
Lord was the fulfillment of Genesis 3:15.  He was the one all of Israel desired (1 Samuel 9:20 
and Daniel 11:37).  He was the much anticipated Deliverer!

	 A voice from heaven was the third miraculous occurrence at Jesus’ baptism.  When our 
Lord came up out of the water a voice was heard that said, “You are my beloved Son; with you 
I am well-pleased” (Mark 1:10).  For Jews who witnessed Jesus’ baptism, the voice was surely 
regarded as being the voice of the Lord.  We should regard it similarly.

	 The message the voice shared was one drawn from Psalm 2, a famous Messianic 
Psalm.  Psalm 2:7 said, “I will declare the Lord’s decree. He said to me, ‘You are my Son; today 
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I have become your Father.’”  Mark did not directly quote Psalm 2:7, but he did reference it in 
order to highlight the Messianic nature of Jesus’ life and ministry.  Mark tweaked the language 
of Psalm 2:7 for a reason.  He used a present tense verb in the Greek in order to depict a 
continual action.  His intent was to portray Jesus as always being the Son of God.

	 Mark’s verbiage was in keeping with Trinitarian theology.  Through his account of Jesus’ 
Baptism, he was careful to portray the presence of all three persons of the Trinity — God the 
Father (the voice from heaven), God the Son (Jesus being baptized), and God the Spirit (the 
dove).  However, Mark’s ultimate aim was to present Jesus as God’s Son.  He wanted to extol 
Christ as being the the One was had been with God since the beginning of time (John 1:1).  He 
wanted to convey the eternal relationship that had existed between God the Father and God 
the Son for all of eternity (Colossians 1:16).

	 The voice from heaven served the purpose of highlighting Jesus’ divine nature.  While 
on Earth, our Lord was 100% God and 100% man.  He was, as Mark affirmed in the opening 
verse of his gospel, “the Son of God” (Mark 1:1).  Jesus had to be both God and man, or He 
could not have paid for the sins of humanity.  It was necessary for Him to be a man so that He 
might serve as a substitute for the sins of mankind.  However, it was also necessary for Him to 
be God in order to make a perfect, sinless payment for such sins.

	 

THE TRANSFIGURATION OF JESUS (Read Mark 9:1-13) 
Mark 9:1-13 tells of another major event from the life of Jesus.  It stands with the baptism of 
Jesus as being one of the most significant revelatory events from the life of our Lord.  We refer 
to the event as “the Transfiguration.”  In Mark’s narrative, he said, Jesus “was transfigured in 
front of” (Mark 9:3) three of His disciples — Peter, James, and John (Mark 9:1).  

	 The word rendered “transfigured” literally meant “to change in a manner that is visible 
to others.”   It was the Greek word from which we get our English word “metamorphosis.”   7 8

Mark’s language depicted a “radical change."   According to Mark, Jesus’ physical appearance 9

was completely changed in front of His disciples.  What was the purpose of such a 
transformation?  To discover why Jesus was transfigured let’s examine several features from 
the event.


The Location of the Transfiguration 
Mark said that the Transfiguration took place after Jesus took three of His disciples “up a high 
mountain.”  The identity of the mountaintop is unknown to us.  Plenty of plausible suggestions 
have been made.  Mount Tabor and Mount Hermon are the most famous.  However, the exact 
location of the mountain isn’t what’s most important.  The reason Jesus ascended the 
mountain is what matters.  In Hebrew thinking, mountains were places of revelation.  Such 
beliefs was based on history related to Moses (Exodus 19) and Elijah (1 Kings 9).

	 Because of these things, we know that the Transfiguration was an act of divine 
disclosure.  Jesus wanted to reveal important truth to HIs disciples.  In particular, He wanted to 
convey two realities.  First, it wanted to reveal that He was indeed the Son of God.  His intent 
was to provide a visible demonstration of teaching He had given back in Mark 8:27-33.  
Second , Jesus wanted to give a preview of His Second Coming.  Though He would be 
rejected and killed (Mark 8:31), He would be raised (Mark 8:31) and glorified on the Earth 
(Philippians 2:9-11).


Jesus’ Appearance 
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Mark attempted to describe the nature of Jesus’ transfigured appearance by saying, “…his 
clothes became dazzling — extremely white…” (Mark 9:3).  Our Lord’s “extremely white” 
garments had significant meaning.  Elsewhere in the New Testament, we see Jesus donning 
such garb.  When John was exiled on Patmos, he saw the Lord in similar dress (Revelation 
1:12-16), and Matthew told of how Jesus appeared in bright white clothing after the 
resurrection (Matthew 28:8).  On both occasions, John and Matthew were concerned with 
Jesus’ glorified, resurrected state.  

	 Considering the meaning of white clothes in other New Testament passages, it seems 
logical that the intent of Jesus’ clothes at the Transfiguration was to give a preview of HIs 
resurrection.  We also know this is true because of the context of the event in Mark’s gospel. 
For Mark, the Transfiguration took place right after Jesus’ teaching on the resurrection (Mark 
8:31).  It is clear it was meant to be a preview of Jesus’ victory over death.  

	 Resurrection truth has great meaning for us.  Believers never need to be inordinately 
worried about the problems and pains of life.  The Lord has vanquished sin, overcome Satan, 
and defeated death.  In the midst of a fallen world, we have hope, life, and victory!  Jesus has 
overcome, so we have guarantee of overcoming as well.  One day He will rule and reign 
forever, and we will enjoy endless peace and prosperity with Him.


Appearance of Old Testament Characters 

As the disciples gazed upon the illustrious appearance of the Lord, “Elijah appeared to them 
with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus” (Mark 9:4).  Notice the appearance of two Old 
Testament characters — Elijah and Moses.  Together, the two men constitute the seminal 
figures of Old Testament history.  Moses was the figurehead of Old Testament law, and Elijah 
was the figurehead of all Old Testament prophecy.  

	 The appearance of the famous men had special meaning.  Though they had physically 
died years before, but they still enjoyed life in the Lord.  All believers are blessed with a similar 
hope.  Like Moses and Elijah, all of God’s children will one day be transfigured and 
transformed.  There is a coming day in which all believers will receive new bodies that will live 
forever in the New Heaven and New Earth.  The apostle John spoke of these things when he 
said, “Dear friends, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet been revealed. 
We know that when he appears, we will be like him because we will see him as he is“ (1 John 
3:2).  

	 The Transfiguration pointed to a future event known as “glorification.”  It is spoken of in 
New Testament passages like 1 Corinthians 15:50-55, Romans 8:28-30, 1 John 3:1-3, and 1 
Thessalonians 4:13-18.  One has defined glorification as “the final dimension of Christian 
salvation, which includes eternal life in heaven and the eternal glorifying of God.”   The 10

Transfiguration was meant to encourage the disciples. Though they struggled with sin and 
various forms of suffering, they would one day be made new and reign with Jesus in power and 
glory.


Peter’s Suggestion 
Seeing the famous Old Testament characters, Peter proposed a plan.  He said, “Rabbi, it’s 
good for us to be here.  Let’s set up three shelters: one for you, one for Moses, and one for 
Elijah” (Mark 9:5).  We often view Peter as a talkative, foot-in-the-mouth type of guy who didn’t 
know when to keep his mouth shut.  In our current text, however, Peter’s proposal was based 
on a solid understanding of Old Testament prophecy.  The Transfiguration occurred during the 
fall.  The Feast of Booths, an event sanctioned by Old Testament Scripture (Leviticus 23:33-36), 
was normally celebrated at the same time of year.  Interestingly, the minor prophets associated 
the feast with the dawning of the Messianic Age (Zechariah 14:16).  

	 Considering these things, we see that Peter’s proposal wasn’t as impetuous as many 
might think.  The apostle knew that Jesus was the Messiah, and he anticipated the 
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inauguration of Christ’s reign.  Because of Moses and Elijah’s appearing, it seemed logical to 
celebrate the Feast of Booths.  However, Peter’s mistake was that he overlooked the need for 
Jesus to first suffer for sins.  He was blind to prophecies concerning the Messiah’s death on 
behalf of sins (Isaiah 53:3-6; Daniel 9:26).   

	 Jesus would indeed establish his physical kingdom at some point in the future (see 
Revelation 20:11-15); however, the Transfiguration wasn’t the time for setting up tents and 
celebrating Messiah’s reign.  Peter had already forgotten Jesus’ announcement from Mark 
8:31.  He knew Scripture, but he didn’t fully comprehend it.  The apostle stands as a reminder 
of our need to humbly listen to God, to carefully study the Scriptures, and to make sure our 
plans are in alignment with God’s will.  As we look forward to the inauguration of Messiah’s 
kingdom, we should be careful to remember his death, burial, and resurrection.  We should 
maintain a commitment to preaching such things while we await the day in which Christ rules 
in righteousness.


The Voice 
On the mountaintop, something happened that was similar to an occurrence at Jesus’ baptism.  
The three disciples heard a voice from heaven.  It said, “This is my beloved Son; listen to him!” 
(Mark 9:7).  As with Jesus’ baptism (Mark 1:11), the voice of the Heavenly Father resounded 
from heaven at Jesus’ transfiguration, declaring that Jesus was the Son of God.  This time, 
however, the voice gave instruction.  It said, “Listen to him!”  In light of Peter’s 
misunderstanding concerning Messiah’s ministry, such an admonition was needed.  

	 The command was drawn from Deuteronomy 18:15, a Messianic prophecy that told 
Israel to listen to God’s Anointed One.  Peter, James, and John needed to be reminded of 
ancient prophecy.  They were guilty of forgetting the Lord’s purpose in coming to Earth.  
Thought Jesus had plainly instructed His disciples by His Word (Mark 8:27-33; 9:30-32; 
10:32-34), their minds were fixed on other things.

	 The Transfiguration underscores the importance of listening to the Lord. To be true 
disciples, we must constantly bend our ears to the truth  of God.  One has remarked, “The 
grand question that concerns us all is not so much what man says, or ministers say — what 
the church says, or what councils say – but what says Christ? Him let us hear.  In him let us 
abide.  On him let us lean.  To him let us look.”   In John‘s gospel, Jesus talked about how 11

hearing His voice is integral to the discipleship process. He said, “My sheep hear my voice, I 
know them, and they follow me” (John 10:27).   Hearing Jesus and heeding what He says is at 
the heart of discipleship.  May we be “quick to listen” (James 1:19).


The Dramatic Change 
The illustrious events associated with the Transfiguration came to an end in an abrupt fashion.  
Mark said, “Suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw anyone with them except Jesus” 
(Mark 9:8).  At first glance, Mark’s words may seem like a mere natural conclusion to the events 
on the mountain.  However, the language of the text signified a sudden change.  The intent was 
to depict the Transfiguration as a supernatural event.   In addition, the sudden shift back to 12

reality was a reminder that Jesus still had work to do.  He could not stay on the mountaintop.  
It was necessary for Him to descend the mountain and get back to the dregs of depraved 
human society.  A mission was before Him.  He had come to Earth to seek and to save the lost 
(Luke 19:10)! 


Jesus, The One And Only 
Jesus’ baptism and transfiguration stand out as special events in the book of Mark.  Together, 
they highlight the divine nature of our Lord.  Jesus was more than a good teacher, religious 
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leader, or moral example.  He was the God-man who came to live and die for sins.  As a result, 
he deserves honor, worship, and prestige.  His people should make it their aim to worship Him, 
revere Him, and declare HIs good news to the world!


