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The Bible is a unique book because of its account of numerous miracles. In its pages, 
we find accounts of seas being parted, the sick being healed, the dead being brought 
back to life, the sun standing still, and more.  Reading the Bible makes one realize that 
the book claims to be more than a volume of history, philosophy, or sage wisdom.  Via 
miracles, the Bible presents itself as a supernatural book.

	 While the Bible indeed contains numerous miracles, such occurrences are not 
as frequent as one might initially think.  In fact, they only appear at pivotal points in 
God’s dealing with humanity.  They typically appear as signposts when God initiates 
some sort of new work or intends to accomplish some great purpose.  In fact, miracles 
can really be thought of as occurring in three primary seasons of time — during the 
Exodus of Israel from Egypt, during the time of Elijah and Elisha, and during the time of 
Jesus and the birth of the church. 

	 The limited nature of miracles tell us something important about their purpose.  
In accordance with God’s plan, they were used as signs to validate God’s ministry 
through special agents — the prophets, Jesus, and the apostles.  Hebrews 2:3-4 says, 
“…how will we escape if we neglect such a great salvation?  This salvation had its 
beginning when it was spoken of by the Lord, and it was confirmed to us by those who 
heard him.  At the same time, God also testified by signs and wonders, various 
miracles, and distributions of gifts from the Holy Spirit according to his will.”

	 Notice from Hebrews 2:4, that miracles can be classified as both “signs” and 
“wonders.”  The former term (“signs”) means they represented an important truth.  
Each miracle can be regarded as an object lesson intended to depict redemptive 
realities.  The latter term (“wonders”) speaks to the miraculous nature of miracles.  
Through such events one is compelled to marvel at the power of God.

	 When it comes to Jesus, His miracles can be thought of through the lens of 
Hebrews 2:4.  Each served a special purpose.  Each involved a sign and a wonder.  
Contrary to the assumption of some, miracles weren’t intended to primarily help 
people.  Yes, they did involve demonstrations of divine mercy, and people were 
blessed by the results.  However, Jesus’ miracles were intended to first present 
important truth about His identity and ministry.  From studying the book of Mark, we 
find that Jesus performed four types of miracles.  Each conveyed heavenly truth about 
His messianic role.

	 

MIRACLE #1: CASTING OUT DEMONS (READ MARK 1:21-28) 
The first chapter of Mark contains the first instance of a miracle performed by Jesus.  
The spectacle took place in a synagogue.  Gathered together for worship on the 
Sabbath, the people of God surely didn’t expect what happened on that day.  The time 
customarily devoted to public teaching was interrupted by a demon-possessed man!

	 In the first-century world, Jews gathered on the Sabbath (Saturday) for 
corporate worship.  Normally, a synagogue was built when the population of a village 



reached a certain number.  As towns and cities grew, additional synagogues were 
constructed based on population numbers.  If a town, city, or village didn’t have a 
sufficient number of Jews, worshippers normally designated a body of water as a 
meeting place.  This custom can be observed in Luke’s account of Paul’s first visit to 
Philippi in Acts 16:13.

	 Synagogues were normally made out of stone blocks.  They were not elaborate 
buildings.  They usually had a plain entrance.  The interior had a simple arrangement.  
A stone bench was built into the inside of the building’s walls, providing seating around 
the interior perimeter of the structure.  A teacher would normally stand in the middle of 
the room.  Prominent members of the community oftentimes sat on the bench against 
the wall.  Children and less-prominent members sat on the floor around the teacher.  
Scriptural witness to this practice is seen in James 2:1-4.

	 The weekly teaching in most synagogues was not done by full-time professional 
scribes, especially in rural villages in the region of Galilee.  Normally, each synagogue 
had an appointed leader who was charged with assigning teaching duties for Sabbath 
worship.  In most cases, both the synagogue leader and the weekly teachers were 
what modern Christians would call “lay people.”  They had normal, full-time jobs, 
working in the fields or laboring at some sort of trade.  From their own understanding 
of the Scriptures, they would teach when given charge to do so.

	 Sometimes a guest rabbi or teacher would visit a town (Mark 3:22).  Usually, the 
local synagogue leader would seize the opportunity to have such a learned individual 
teach on the Sabbath.  Such was the case in the first chapter of Mark’s gospel.  When 
Jesus visited the town of Capernaum, word had already spread about HIs teaching 
ministry (Mark 1:14-15).  Consequently, the local synagogue leader asked Him to teach 
God’s Word on the Lord’s Day.  Luke’s gospel gives an account of Jesus doing 
something similar (Luke 4:16-30; 6:6-11).  Mark would depict Jesus preaching in a 
synagogue again later in Mark 6:1-6.

	 On the particular sabbath day spoken of in Mark 1:21-28, people “were 
astonished” at Jesus’ teaching “because he was teaching them as one who had 
authority, and not like the scribes” (Mark 1:22).  As people sat enthralled with His 
words, their attention was disrupted by “a man with an unclean spirit” (Mark 1:23).  The 
man cried out, “What do you have to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth?  Have you come 
to destroy us?  I know who you are — the Holy One of God!” (Mark 1:24).

	 The title “unclean spirit” was often used of demons.   It depicted the fallen realm 1

of angels who war against the souls of men.  Underneath the leadership of Lucifer, a 
fallen angel who led an angelic revolt against the Lord prior to the events of Genesis 3 
(Isaiah 14:12-14), such angelic beings have sought to deceive and distract humanity 
from the glory of God (Job 1:6-16; 2 Corinthians 4:4; 1 Peter 5:8).  

	 Paul spoke of such demonic warfare in Ephesians when he said, “For our 
struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the cosmic powers of this darkness, against evil, spiritual forces in the 
heavens” (Ephesians 6:12).  The language of Ephesians 6 was religious, technical 
jargon that was often used of the unseen realm of demonic activity that wars against 
the souls of humanity.  In ways unbeknownst to us, fallen angels work to distract and 
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deceive people.  Since the beginning of time, they have used a three-fold Satanic value 
system to delude hearts from loving the Lord — “the lust of the flesh, and the lust of 
the eyes, and the pride of life” (1 John 2:16).  Evidence of such things is seen through a 
spiritual struggle Daniel experienced in Daniel 10:12-14.  The experience of both Job 
(Job 1:6-12; 2:1-10) and Peter (Luke 22:31) teaches us these things are real as well.

	 What was the purpose of Jesus’ first miracle in Mark’s gospel?  Our Lord 
intended to show His power over the unseen realm of the Devil and demons.  He 
proved that His death and resurrection would render the “ruler of this world” (John 
16:11) powerless.  No believer has to be apprehensive concerning the power of evil 
spirits.  Through the power of the cross, Christian faith, the gospel, the Word of God, 
and prayer (Ephesians 6:13-18), believers have a means of spiritual victory.  John was 
right when he said of anti-Christian spirits — “you have conquered them, because the 
one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world” (1 John 4:4)!

	 Peter was one who knew well the personal failure that comes from a lack of 
awareness concerning spiritual warfare.  On one occasion, the Lord warned him, 
saying, “Simon, Simon, look out. Satan has asked to sift you like wheat.  But I have 
prayed for you that your faith may not fail” (Luke 22:31-32).  Peter failed to listen to 
Jesus and believe in the His power to spiritually protect him.  From bitter experience, 
he learned of his need to look to the Lord for power over the unseen spirit realm (Mark 
14:66-72).  It is for this reason He would later detail how the cross disarmed all 
demons:


For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, that 
he might bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive by the 
Spirit, in which he also went and made proclamation to the spirits in prison who in 
the past were disobedient, when God patiently waited in the days of Noah while the 
ark was being prepared (1 Peter 3:18-20).


Peter’s own experience also prompted him to warn believers to be on guard.  Toward 
the end of his first letter, he said, “Be sober-minded, be alert. Your adversary the devil 
is prowling around like a roaring lion, looking for anyone he can devour.  Resist him, 
firm in the faith” (1 Peter 5:8-9).  

	 It is not insignificant that Peter was a source for Mark’s writing.  The apostle 
most likely instructed the gospel writer to include stories about Jesus’ exercising 
demons for good reason.  See Mark 5:1-20; 7:24-30; and 9:14-29 for subsequent 
accounts of exorcisms in Mark’s gospel.  Peter wanted believers to know that they had 
power over the spirit world via the person and work of Jesus.  None needed to be 
worried about fanciful teachings concerning the angelic realm that were so fashionable 
in the first-century religious world (Colossians 2:15-18).  Christ had triumphed over all 
spiritual powers; consequently, “God highly exalted him and gave him the name  that is 
above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow—in heaven and 
on earth  and under the earth” (Philippians 2:9-10).  Believers could stand firm in the 
faith (1 Peter 5:8), resisting the Devil and his demons (James 4:7) with the spiritual 
weapons of gospel truth (Ephesians 6:14-17a), the Word of God (Ephesians 6:17b), and 
prayer (Ephesians 6:18).




MIRACLE #2: PHYSICAL HEALING (READ MARK 1:29-31) 
Jesus performed a second miracle later on the same day of the exorcism incident 
mentioned above.  Mark details the event in Mark 1:29-31.  It involved physical healing 
of a human body.  Interestingly, the object of such physical healing was none other 
than Peter’s mother-in-law.  There have been corny jokes made about the healing.  The 
punchline of such jokes maintains that Peter denied Jesus because Jesus healed 
Peter’s mother-in-law!  Apart from being corny, such jokes are perhaps inappropriate 
and irreverent.  They diminish the Lord’s sovereign intent in performing such a feat.

	 Mark set the scene for physical healing by saying, “As soon as they left the 
synagogue, they went into Simon and Andrew’s house with James and John” (Mark 
1:29).  It seems Jesus joined Peter and Andrew at Peter’s house for a post-worship 
meal.  Some traditions are the same across generations.  God’s people have 
commonly enjoyed food and fellowship after their weekly time of worship.  

	 Interestingly, it is believed that the home mentioned in Mark 1:29 has been 
unearthed by archaeologists.  Tradition says the house was later used as an early 
gathering place for believers, a church building if you will.  Archaeological evidence 
suggests it was a short distance from the synagogue referenced in 1:21. 
2

	 Upon entering the home after synagogue worship, Jesus discovered that Peter’s 
mother-in-law “was laying in bed with a fever” (Mark 1:30).  It seems Peter’s wife (1 
Corinthians 9:5), brother (Mark 1:16), and mother-in-law all lived under the roof of his 
house.  Peter’s father had undoubtedly passed.  Such a living-arrangement would have 
been normal in first-entry society.  Children often assumed responsibility for parents 
and widows were often the most needy (James 1:27).

	 Mark pointed out that Peter’s mother was sick with “a fever.”  It is quite possible 
that her high body temperature was the result of malaria.   However, ancient people 3

often regarded fever as a sickness, not a symptom of a sickness.   For many it was an 4

indicator of divine judgment.  Such a faulty conclusion was based on a 
misinterpretation of Deuteronomy 28:22.   Body heat associated with the “sickness” 5

was believed to be a precursor of eternal torment.

	 What would have been seen as a hopeless condition by most was radically 
reversed in an instant.  In a matter of seconds, Jesus healed Peter’s mother-in-law.  
Scripture says, “So he went to her, took her by the hand, and raised her up. The fever 
left her, and she began to serve them” (Mark 1:31).  In one moment the woman was 
bed-ridden.  Seconds later she was up, walking around, serving food, and cleaning 
dishes!  Marks mention of the woman’s service as not superfluous information in a 
miraculous story.  He meant to demonstrate the immediacy and efficacy of Jesus’ 
healing.  A mere touch from Jesus brought about a complete restoration of health!

	 Overall, Jesus healing of Peter’s mother-in-law conveyed important spiritual 
realities.  The event pointed to profound truth.  Though Jesus’ miracle was rooted in 
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compassion and love, that wasn’t His main motive.  Indeed, He cared about the 
physical condition of Peter’s mother-in-law, but He healed her for a far greater purpose.  
Jesus wanted to accomplish something significant.  

	 Namely, Jesus wanted to demonstrate that He was the Lord’s appointed 
Messiah.  In accordance with truth found in Exodus 4:1-5 and Hebrews 2:4, Jesus’ 
miracles were signs and wonders that served the purpose of validating His Messianic 
claims.  The prophets foretold that Messiah would perform physical healings.  Isaiah 
said, “Yet he himself bore our sicknesses, and he carried our pains; but we in turn 
regarded him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted” (Isaiah 53:4).  

	 Later in Mark’s gospel, in a subsequent healing episode, Jesus would reveal that 
His acts of healing were confirming proofs of His Messianic credentials.  In healing a 
man who couldn’t walk, He told the religious elite of the day, “…so that you may know 
that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins…I tell you: get up, take your 
mat, and go home” (Mark 2:10-11).  Mark would recount other episodes of physical 
healing in his gospel (Mark 5:21-43; 6:53-56; 7:31-37 8:22-26).  Each was intended to 
serve as declaration — Jesus is the Messiah!  

	 Our Lord’s acts of healing physical sickness tell us He  is more than a good 
teacher, moral example, or religious leader.  He is God’s appointed redeemer for the 
sins of God’s people.  He is the one who was promised in the Garden of Eden — “I will 
put hostility between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her 
offspring.  He will strike your head, and you will strike his heel” (Genesis 3:15).  
Because Jesus healed the sick, we can have confidence that He can heal us of 
spiritual sickness.  As the prophet Isaiah said, Jesus “was pierced because of our 
rebellion, crushed because of our iniquities; punishment for our peace was on him, and 
we are healed by his wounds” (Isaiah 53:5)!


MIRACLE #3 WIND AND WAVES OBEY JESUS (READ MARK 4:35-41) 
In Mark 4:35, Mark shared a story that revealed Jesus’ power over nature.  Previously 
in Mark’s Gospel, our Lord demonstrated His power over the spirit realm (Mark 
1:21-28) and the natural realm (Mark 1:29-34).  In Mark 4:35-41, He showed that He 
was and is “ruler of all nature,” as the hold hymn says.

	 Mark 4:35 said, “On that day, when evening had come, he told them, “Let’s 
cross over to the other side of the sea” (Mark 4:35).  Based Jesus and the disciples’ 
location at the time of the events found in Mark 4, (“Capernaum” - see 2:1), and based 
on their pending destination (“Decapolis” - see 5:20), it seems the boat ride in view 
involved a seven to eleven mile jaunt across the Sea of Galilee in a diagonal fashion.  

	 As the band of travelers crossed the sea, a horrific storm descended.  Mark 
said, “A great windstorm arose, and the waves were breaking over the boat, so that the 
boat was already being swamped” (Mark 4:37).  The Greek word translated “great” is 
the one from which we get our word “mega.”  The storm was a mega storm, a furious 
one.   The same language was used in the Septuagint’s rendering of Jonah 1:4 to 6

speak of the way in which “the Lord threw a great wind onto the sea.”  Some see a 
parallel between the story in our text and the Jonah narrative.
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	 As the storm began to rage, “waves were breaking over the boat.” The verbiage 
literally meant “to strike upon.”   It depicted waters beating the vessel, knocking it 7

around on the turbulent sea.  The deluge was so powerful that “the boat was already 
being swamped.”  Mark used a passive voice verb to describe the action.  The 
language meant “to be made full.”   The scene depicted the boat filling up with water.  8

The professional fisherman knew that their ship was in danger of capsizing.

	 The Twelve cried to the Lord for help.  Responding to His disciples’ complaint, 
“Jesus got up” and “rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, ‘Silence!  Be still!’”  
Immediately, “The wind ceased, and there was a great calm” (Mark 4:39).  Jesus’ 
action constituted the first miracle over nature in the gospel of Mark.  Though Jesus 
had previously subdued wild animals in the dessert (1:13), that event was not 
presented as a sign and wonder.  Jesus would later demonstrate His power over 
creation a second time by walking on water (6:45-52).  

	 What is the point of Jesus’ display of power over nature?  His miracles 
demonstrated His authority over the creative order.  His power over the spirit world was 
seen in Mark 1:21-28 and other passages.  In addition, His power over physical bodies 
was displayed in Mark 1:29-34 and other passages.   The miracle of Mark 4:35-41 had 
a unique puprose.  By calming the waters, Jesus demonstrate He was God the flesh.  
Just as the Lord arranged the waters at the beginning of time, making large bodies of 
water appear (Genesis 1:6), Jesus moved and managed the waters on the Sea of 
Galilee. 

	 In fact, Jesus was and is the very one Who hovered “over the surface of the 
waters” at the beginning of time (Genesis 1:2).  His miracle of calming the sea revealed 
the truth of Colossians 1:16 and John 1:3.  Jesus was not just a teacher, a leader, or 
stellar moral example.  He was, and He is, God.  Paul said, “For everything was created 
by him, in heaven and on earth, the visible and the invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created through him and for 
him” (Colossians 1:16).  John said, “All things were created through him, and apart 
from him not one thing was created that has been created” (John 1:3).

	 One more thing is important to consider.  In Jesus’ miracles over nature, one 
sees a strong apologetical argument for the plausibility of miracles.  If there is a creator, 
and we believe there is one because of the cosmological design of the Universe (Psalm 
19:1), it stands to reason that such a creator can exercise authority over His creation.  If 
a professing believer believes in God, there is no need to deny the miraculous.  Once 
one is settled on the fact that God made all things, it is easy to believe that He 
performed miracles.  Norman Geisler and Frank Turek have said, “We live in a theistic 
universe where miracles are possible…Indeed, the greatest miracle of all — creation of 
the universe out of nothing — has already occurred.” 
9

MIRACLE #4: FEEDING THE FIVE THOUSAND (READ MARK 6:30-44) 
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Mark 6:30-44 recounts one of the most beloved Bible stories of all time — Jesus’ 
miraculous feeding of over five thousand people.  It is the only miracle recorded by all 
four gospel writers (Matthew 14:13-21; Luke 9:10-17; John 6:1-15).  On top of the 
incident with five thousand people, Matthew (Matthew 15:32-39) and Mark (Mark 
8:1-10) tell of the way Jesus also fed four thousand people at one time.  The 
proliferation of the feeding miracles in the gospels reveals that the two events were 
undoubtedly of great importance for the local church!  The miracles of the fish and 
loaves had great meaning for God’s people!

	 Mark’s account concerning the five thousand contained the following words — 
“When he went ashore, he saw a large crowd and had compassion on them, because 
they were like sheep without a shepherd. Then he began to teach them many things” 
(Mark 6:34).  Jesus and His disciples had left one side of the Sea of Galilee, seeking 
rest in a “remote place” (Mark 6:30-32).  Their plans were foiled by masses who wanted 
to witness Jesus’ teaching and miracles.

	 As Jesus and the Twelve approached the seashore, they saw the the elevated 
land in front of them, rising up out of the water towards the mountains.  On the green 
grass they saw a throng of humanity, rushing down the slope in the direction of the sea.  
The people, clothed in their customary white garb, literally looked like sheep against 
the green backdrop of the pastureland.  

	 The people also figuratively seemed like sheep.  When Jesus them, He “had 
compassion on them” (Mark 6:34).  The word translated “compassion” denoted 
feelings of sympathy for another.   It spoke of more than a mere concern for another.  10

It portrayed a concern for another that compelled a person to actions.  Interestingly, 
the term was only used of Jesus in the New Testament (Matthew 9:36, 14:14, 15:32, 
18:27, 20:34; Mark 1:41, 6:34, 8:2, 9:22; Luke 7:13, 10:33, and 15:20).  Such a reality 
reveals that our Lord is a sympathetic High Priest who has great concern for His 
people (Hebrews 4:15).

	 Jesus’ compassion was driven by the fact that the people appeared “like sheep 
without a shepherd.”  By speaking of the people in such a way, Mark’s Gospel 
employed well-known Old Testament imagery.  The Torah used such a picture in 11

Numbers 27:17 to speak of the need for spiritual leadership amongst God’s people.  12

Considering Mark’s depiction of Herod in the passage that preceded his account of the 
feeding of the five thousand (Mark 6:14-29), it seems Mark had such things in mind.  
The words of the prophet Jeremiah were applicable to the first-century setting: “My 
people were lost sheep; their shepherds led them astray, guiding them the wrong way 
in the mountains.  They wandered from mountain to hill; they forgot their resting place” 
(Jeremiah 50:6).   

	 The primary idea behind the shepherd metaphor was not one of food.  Instead, 
the focus was first on the need for spiritual guidance.   In a first-century agrarian 13
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society, most know that sheep were animals that couldn’t survive on their own.  Sheep 
needed someone to guide them to food and water.   Jesus used the animal as a 14

metaphor.  He was concerned that people didn’t have the spiritual guidance they 
needed.   
15

	 Mark’s intent was to first and foremost portray Jesus as being concerned with 
people’s spiritual needs. In fact, the physical needs of the people weren’t even 
mentioned by Mark until verse 36.  Oftentimes this reality is lost on modern students of 
the Bible.  Many see the story as being all about food, not spiritual needs.

	 The five thousand weren’t homeless vagabonds in need of a free meal.  Our 
Lord didn’t perform charity work.  The folks on the pasture side were indeed hungry, 
but they had food at their homes. Jesus’ main concern was that the people didn’t have 
proper spiritual leadership.  This was in keeping with a concern of the Law and the 
Prophets (Numbers 27:17; 1 Kings 22:17; and Ezekiel 34:5).  

	 Jesus’ concern for the spiritual well-being of the people is seen through His 
commitment “to teach them many things.”  After seeing the spiritually wandering 
crowd, Jesus had the Twelve round them up.  He then proceeded to preach and teach.  
Mark’s gospel used a present tense infinitive verb (“to teach”) that indicated the 
continuance of an act.  It portrayed Jesus as engaging in a lengthy teaching session.  
At other points in Scripture, we see that God’s people sometimes need prolonged 
saturation in God’s Word (Nehemiah 8:3 and Acts 20:7-9).  

	 The duration of Jesus’ teaching session explains the reason behind the people’s 
need for food.  They weren’t initially hungry when they first encountered Jesus on the 
seashore.  The crowd only became hungry after having sat to listen to Jesus teach for 
hours.  Previously, they had engaged in vigorous travel to get an opportunity to hear 
Jesus teach, running what would be the equivalent of a modern 5k foot race (Mark 
6:33).  They then sat and listened to Jesus teach for prolonged period of time.  It is no 
wonder they had become so hungry!

	 Despite the focus food often gets in our story, it is important to note the priority 
in Jesus’ ministry to the crowd.  Before feeding them with food, Jesus fed them with 
truth.  They needed such a feeding first, because they were the victims of bad spiritual 
leadership.  Two groups of people were often viewed as shepherds in the Jewish 
mentality - priests and politicians.  As to the first, the Pharisees made for horrible 
shepherds.  On one occasion, Jesus called them “blind guides” (Matthew 23:16).  They 
were known for enforcing legalistic burdens that sucked the life out of people (Matthew 
23:4).  As to the second class of shepherd, Herod was no better.  We have just seen 
the hideous nature of his heart in 6:14-29.  

	 Knowing the state of the leaders in first-century Canaan, Jesus had compassion 
on the people because they didn’t have a better leader.  He fed the crowd out of pity, 
but He did something more as well.  He provided a sign that demonstrated He was the 
Good Shepherd (John 10:11).  He wanted to prove that He was the fulfillment of 
Messianic prophecy (Jeremiah 23:1-6).   He was the one who would give people truth 16
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that would save and nourish their souls!  Never forget the plain meaning of the feeding 
of the five thousand.


